
LICENSING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 

Thursday 19th April 2007 
Council Chamber, Festival Hall, Petersfield 

 
-: Present :- 

 
Councillors Mrs P Bradford (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), R Ayer, A B Chick, Mrs D K Denston,  

K J Graham, Mrs A C James, Mrs J A Onslow and P Rodgers. 
 

-: Officers :- 
 

Environmental Services Manager (Food/H&S/Licensing), Principal Licensing Officer, Democratic 
Services Manager, Principal Solicitor and Committee and Members’ Services Co-ordinator. 

 

 
10. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  
Apologies for absence were received from 
Councillors T Costello, B O Dickinson, S C 
James and W V Womack. 
 
11. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES.  The 
minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 
2006 were confirmed as a correct record. 
 
12. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS.  
The Chairman announced the location of the fire 
exits and asked all those present to switch off 
their mobile telephones.  She also informed the 
meeting that there would be a fire drill and 
asked all present to evacuate the building when 
the alarm sounded. 
 
13. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
14. ARRANGEMENTS FOR FUTURE SUB-
COMMITTEE HEARINGS.  The Chairman 
spoke to the Committee and explained that at 
the Council meeting in January 2007 it had been 
agreed that the Licensing Committee 
considered forming two sub-committees, 
comprising of three members each.   These 
sub-committees when formed would provide a 
fair basis for spreading the workload. 
 
She said that the Committee was being asked to 
consider the proposal and to confirm the 
arrangements for the sub-committee in writing.  
She felt that it was important that new 
Councillors recruited onto the Licensing 
Committee understood the commitment required 
and the importance of the sub-committees. 
 

The Principal Licensing Officer informed the 
Committee that it was felt that two sub-
committees would not be sufficient and that 
officers in Democratic Services already had 
problems finding Councillors to sit on the sub-
committees. 
 
Councillors made a number of comments and 
raised a number of concerns including: 
 

• That two sub-committees comprising of 
five or six Councillors would not be enough; 

• That the scope of non-availability and 
declarations of interest had not been taken into 
account; 

• That the system as suggested would be 
unworkable; 

• A suggestion that the pool of Councillors 
for each sub-committee be available on a 
monthly basis; 

• That more than two sub-committees be 
formed; 

• That the current arrangements continue; 

• That after the forthcoming elections the 
Officers when forming a sub-committee ensure 
that inexperienced Councillors were placed with 
Councillors who had attended hearings before; 

• Those inexperienced Councillors attend 
sub-committee hearings and observe the 
proceedings as a learning experience; 

• Officers did not invite Councillors to sit 
on two consecutive sub-committee hearings; 

• That Councillors who had not sat on a 
sub-committee for 12 months had their 
membership of the Licensing Committee 
reviewed; and 

• Importance be placed on the training of 
new members of the Licensing Committee and 
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emphasis be placed on the importance of the 
availability to sit on sub-committees. 
 
The Committee and Members Services Co-
ordinator confirmed that Democratic Services 
kept a record of how many sub-committees 
Councillors had attended over the last two 
years.  She also explained how the sub-
committee membership was formed and said 
that many Councillors did not reply to the emails 
even to confirm their unavailability. 
 
The Democratic Services Manager addressed 
the Committee and said that there was a 
restriction to the number sitting.  This was three 
Councillors and a reserve.  She believed that a 
pool of Councillors was the best way forward 
and officers would try and select different 
Councillors from the pool for every sub-
committee hearing. 
 
Councillors agreed that these arrangements had 
worked well for the last two years and felt that it 
should remain unchanged.  The Committee 
agreed that Councillors should be briefed on the 
importance of the Licensing Sub-Committees 
and the commitment required by all members of 
the Licensing Committee to sub-committee 
hearings. 
 
RESOLVED that the arrangements for future 
sub-committee hearings remain unchanged. 
 
15. POLICY ON TABLES AND CHAIRS ON 
THE HIGHWAY –The Committee considered 
the report of the Principal Licensing Officer, 
ODMR.14/2007, which had been previously 
circulated. 
 
During the discussion on this item the 
Committee adjourned for 10 minutes for a fire 
drill at 11.00am. 
 
The Principal Licensing Officer introduced her 
report.  She explained that the report outlined a 
Policy to permit tables and chairs and other 
objects on the Highway.  She asked that the 
Committee recommend to Council the following: 
 
1. the adoption of the Policy with 
Conditions; 
2. the delegation to the Head of 
Environmental Services; and  
3. the Charges for the year ending 31st 
March 2008. 

 
She said that the benefits of having a Policy 
were detailed at Paragraph 1.8 of the report.  
She was also able to confirm that all but one 
other Hampshire Council had a licensing 
scheme.  The one Council without a scheme 
had a Policy going to Committee within the next 
two weeks. 
 
Councillors asked a number of questions and 
made a number of comments including 
(answers are in italics): 
 

• That this was just more bureaucracy and 
control and would result in more costs for 
business.  How would the policy be monitored? 

• Would there be regulations to remove 
the tables after a certain time in the evenings? 

• There were no regulations for tables and 
chairs in Europe; 
Tables and chairs were regulated in Europe and 
they were all licensed.  The reason for the 
Policy was the risk if objects were on 
pavements; other people had to be considered. 

• How would Licensing know if an ‘A’ 
board or premises held a licence?  Would it be 
displayed in the window? 
Yes, it would be possible for the licence to be 
displayed in the windows of the premises. 

• Would there be a clause on liability in the 
licence? 
Yes it would be part of the document and 
officers would check to ensure it was there. 

• Concerns were expressed about the 
costings and the effect it could have on 
business; 

• The costings would only cover the cost 
of running the licensing scheme, no profit would 
be made; and 
The Principal Solicitor informed the Committee 
that historically the problem of tables and chairs 
obstructing the highway had been an offence.  
The granting of a licence would overcome this. 

• Why had the Policy not been included in 
the original licensing part of the licence? It 
would have been much better had it been in 
place then.    
Unfortunately time had been an issue. 
 
The Principal Licensing Officer confirmed that 
before a licence was issued there would be 
consultation, including local residents and 
environmental health. 
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The Committee agreed that a licence should be 
displayed on ‘A’ Boards and in the windows of 
premises for the tables and chairs licence and 
would be included in the conditions of the 
Policy. 
 
RECOMMENDED to Council: 
 
(i) the Policy on Tables and Chairs on the 
Highway, with conditions be adopted; 

(ii) delegated authority for the granting of 
licences for the placing of tables and chairs and 
advertising boards (a facility) on the highway be 
given to the Head of Environmental Services; 
and 
(iii) the charges for the year be agreed as set 
out in the report. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------- 
Chairman 

The meeting concluded at 11.23am. 
 
During the course of the meeting 0 members of the press and 0 member of the public was present.
 


